Il INTERVIEW

CONDADO OCEAN CLUB PUERTO
RICO BLENDS OCEANFRONT CALM
WITH SOCIAL ENERGY

by Merilee Kern

There is a reason certain hotels become
destinations unto themselves. It is not always
because they are the largest, the flashiest, or the
most over-the-top luxurious.

More often, it comes down to
atmosphere. A feeling. An
energy that travelers
immediately recognize the
moment they arrive.

In San Juan’s stylish Condado district, Condado
Ocean Club has mastered exactly that.

Perched directly along the Atlantic Ocean, this
adults-only boutique property has become one of
Puerto Rico’s most magnetic lifestyle stays, attracting
travelers looking for far more than a standard
Caribbean hotel experience. Here, the heartbeat of
the property is not simply the guestrooms or even the
ocean views, though both impress. It is the beach
club atmosphere itself. The energy surrounding THE
DECK, the infinity pool, the cocktails, the music,
the ocean breeze, and the seamless transition from
laid-back luxury by day to vibrant social scene by
night.

Condado Ocean Club feels
intentionally designed for
the modern traveler who
wants relaxation without
sacrificing excitement. The
property somehow balances
tranquility and nightlife in
equal measure.

During the week, mornings unfold slowly with coffee
overlooking the water, afternoons drift between
poolside loungers and private cabanas, and evenings
settle into oceanfront dinners under the glow of San
Juan’s skyline. On weekends, however, the mood
noticeably shifts. DJs arrive. The pool deck buzzes.
Guests gather around craft cocktails and sunset views
as the property evolves into one of Condado’s most

dynamic adults-only social scenes.

The infinity pool is unquestionably the centerpiece.
Stretching toward the Atlantic, it creates the illusion
of flowing directly into the ocean beyond. The setup
feels more akin to an upscale beach club than a
traditional hotel pool area, particularly with THE
DECK offering cocktails, bites, cabanas, and music
throughout the day. The semi-private beachfront
setting adds another layer to the experience,
allowing guests to dip into the island’s tropical

atmosphere without ever leaving the property.

And yet, despite the vibrant
social energy, Condado
Ocean Club never feels

chaotic.

The adults-only concept works in its favor, creating
an atmosphere that feels elevated, polished, and
intentionally curated rather than overwhelming. The
design throughout the property mirrors that
philosophy with sleek interiors, contemporary
finishes, floor-to-ceiling windows, and guestrooms

that place the ocean or lagoon front and center.
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The location also makes the hotel particularly
compelling. Guests are only minutes from Old San
Juan, luxury shopping, nightlife, beaches, and
cultural attractions, while still maintaining the sense
of having their own private enclave tucked into the
Condado shoreline. It becomes easy to understand
why many travelers arrive planning to explore the
city extensively, only to find themselves lingering

poolside longer than expected.

While the beach club energy defines much of the
property’s personality, dining plays an equally
important role in shaping the experience, especially
at SOCIAL, the hotel’s signature restaurant.
Opverlooking the ocean, SOCIAL blends Puerto
Rican flavors with global influences in a setting that
feels sophisticated yet approachable. It is the kind of
restaurant where brunch can easily stretch into
afternoon cocktails and dinner naturally turns into a
late evening lingering over desserts and

conversation.

To better understand the philosophy behind both
Condado Ocean Club and the on-site eatery

SOCIAL, we spoke with Betsy Mujica, General
Manager of Condado Ocean Club.

What type of traveler is Condado
Ocean Club designed for?

Condado Ocean Club is perfect
for the modern traveler looking
for a stylish, adults-only escape
by the ocean.
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Our guests tend to be couples, solo travelers, friend
groups and young professionals and corporate groups
seeking a relaxed yet elevated atmosphere, where
great design, great service and great energy come
together seamlessly. We cater to this audience by
curating an experience that feels youthful,

sophisticated, intimate and effortlessly social.
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Our oceanfront setting sets the tone with floor-to-
ceiling water views, an infinity pool that flows into
the Atlantic and contemporary rooms designed for
comfort and connection. Throughout the property,
we emphasize personalized service, thoughtful
programming and rich culinary experiences that
include authentic Puerto Rican flavors at our
signature restaurant SOCIAL.

We provide the experience
to match the lifestyle of our
guests.

What distinguishes the property’s
top accommodations?

The property offers 96 water view rooms. Our five
Condado Ocean Balcony rooms, available in three
king and two double queen bed configurations, are
located on our third floor and feature a 160-square-
foot furnished balcony. The Atlantic Terrace room is
the largest room on property and includes a larger
282-square-foot furnished terrace.

Each room offers stunning views of our Infinity Pool
and the Atlantic Ocean. Your room special perks
include early check-in and late check-out, subject to

availability.

How does the property balance relaxation
with its energetic beach club vibe?

We balance tranquility

and energy by tailoring
the experience to what

our guests seek.

During the week, the pool is all about recharging
with ocean views, attentive yet low key service and
bites and cocktails from The Deck Bar. Guests can
also enjoy the comfort of our private cabanas for a

more exclusive retreat.

On weekends, the atmosphere comes to life with
curated events, DJs and signature experiences that
showcase the Condado Ocean Club vibe, while still
delivering the elevated service our adults-only guests

expect.
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How does the boutique hotel model
create a more personalized experience?

As a boutique hotel, we focus on creating genuine
interactions, connecting with our guests, and offering
tailored recommendations that reflect the best
experiences on the island. From the moment guests
check in to even after they leave, we aim to elevate
every interaction, creating memories they cannot get

enough of to ensure their return visit.

Our service is designed to
feel authentic, personalized
and uniquely reflective of
our Condado Ocean Club
lifestyle.

SOCIAL: Oceanfront Dining With
Puerto Rican Soul
How does the on-site restaurant SOCIAL

balance elevated dining with a
laid-back beach atmosphere?

At SOCIAL, we balance
sophistication and
approachability by
celebrating the flavors of
Puerto Rico alongside a
curated selection of
international dishes.

Using fresh, local ingredients and creative
presentations, our menu offers both bold, authentic

flavors and familiar, globally inspired options.

The result is a relaxed, oceanfront dining experience
that allows guests to connect and truly be SOCIAL.
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What makes brunch at SOCIAL stand out?

Brunch at SOCIAL is more
than just a meal. Itis a full

experience from start to
finish.

Guests enjoy fresh, flavorful dishes paired with
expertly crafted cocktails, all while taking in

stunning oceanfront views.

The atmosphere is lively yet relaxed, with attentive
service that ensures every detail feels effortless. We
also offer special brunch events for holidays and
celebrations, making each visit memorable and

showcasing that brunch at SOCIAL is about the
complete experience, not just the food.

Which dishes best showcase
Puerto Rico’s flavors?

We celebrate Puerto Rico’s land and sea through our
special menu section called ‘Sabores de Aqui,’
meaning ‘Our Local Flavors.” This section highlights
the island’s culinary heritage with dishes like
Pastelén de Amarillo, a traditional meat casserole
layered with sweet plantains and mozzarella, and
Filete de Chillo, a fresh red snapper that can be
enjoyed with a side of mofongo or tostones.

Alongside these, we offer
a variety of other locally
inspired plates and bites
that showcase the vibrant
flavors and ingredients of
Puerto Rico in a way that
is both authentic and
approachable.



What role does SOCIAL play
within the overall resort experience?

Within the Condado Ocean Club, SOCIAL plays a
central role in the overall guest culinary experience.
It allows our guests to indulge without leaving the
property, whether it is for a leisurely breakfast,

brunch, lunch or dinner.

The restaurant’s vibrant
ambiance, stunning ocean
views, and thoughtfully
curated menu enhance the
sense of comfort and
sophistication, making it a
destination in its own right
while complementing the
boutique, adults-only
experience of the hotel.

That balance becomes
evident in every corner of
the experience.

Mornings begin with ocean breezes drifting through
floor-to-ceiling windows and coffee overlooking the
Atlantic. Afternoons revolve around THE DECK,
where the infinity pool, private cabanas, craft
cocktails, and beach club atmosphere effortlessly blur
together. Evenings transition mnaturally into
oceanfront dinners at SOCIAL, where Puerto Rican
flavors, lively conversation, and the glow of San
Juan’s nightlife create an atmosphere that feels both

vibrant and deeply relaxed at the same time.

Importantly, Condado
Ocean Club also succeeds
because it encourages
travelers to experience
Puerto Rico beyond the
resort itsell.

[ts central location places guests within easy reach of
Old San Juan, Condado’s nightlife and dining scene,
nearby beaches, lagoon adventures, rainforest
excursions, and the broader cultural heartbeat of the
island. The hotel becomes less of a contained resort
bubble and more of a sophisticated home base for
discovering Puerto Rico through food, music, art,

nightlife, and local connection.

For travelers increasingly
searching for experiences
that feel immersive rather
than manufactured,
Condado Ocean Club
delivers something rare.

[t captures the modern Caribbean lifestyle fantasy
without losing authenticity. Stylish without trying
too hard. Social without becoming overwhelming.
Luxurious without sacrificing warmth. In a
destination already known for beauty and hospitality,
Condado Ocean Club manages to stand out by
making guests feel less like tourists and more like
insiders fully plugged into the rhythm, flavor, and

energy of San Juan itself.

Some or dll of the accommodations(s), experience(s),
item(s) and/or service(s) detailed above may have
been provided or arranged at no cost to accommodate
if this is review editorial, but all opinions expressed

are entirely those of Merilee Kern and have not been

influenced in any way.

condadooceanclub.com
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