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Zoo Miami Welcomes New Babies Keeping Your Pets Safe During the Summer
By Dennise Sleeper

Over the past several days, Zoo Miami has celebrated three significant births. First,
on Sunday May 25th, a black rhinoceros was born just after 11:00 pm. This was the
13th successful birth at Zoo Miami for this highly endangered species. Weighing 122
pounds, the female calf was born after an approximately 15 month gestation period.
On Friday, May 30th, the zoo welcomed the birth of a male white-faced saki monkey.
This is the first birth of this species of Tropical American monkey for Zoo Miami. Found
in the rainforest trees of Brazil, Guyana, and Venezuela, these fruit eating monkeys
rarely come to the ground and are considered vulnerable due to habitat destruction and
hunting for food and the pet trade. Finally, a male Somali wild ass was born Tuesday.
Somali wild asses are the world’s most critically endangered asses with less than 1,000
believed to still exist in the wild. Photos by Ron Magill.

It’s summer. New bathing suit, suntan
lotion, bottled water, beaches, vacations, bug
spray, and Mother Nature. You’re ready, are
your pets?
For pets, summer means heat, sunburn,
more outings and, for many, spending more
time with their families. Just like us, they have
specific needs for their summertime safety.
If your pet is overweight, consult with your
veterinarian before starting a rigorous exercise
program.
Fetch! Pet Care, a professional pet care franchise, offers the following summer safety tips:
Be aware of the effects of the sun. White
haired dogs and those with thin fur are at an
increased level of receiving sunburns and skin
cancer. Fetch! Recommends applying PABA
free sunscreen of SPF of 15 or higher to the
tips of the ears, bridge of the nose, the belly
area and any areas of exposed skin or thin fur.
After a cold winter, the summer heat is
welcome. Pay attention to how hot the concrete and asphalt are to prevent burns to your
pet’s pads and nose. Carry water and offer
plenty often.
“Take breaks in shaded areas or get indoors.
Watch your pet’s nose for burns if you’re
walking them on heated surfaces. They may
burn them as they sniff around their walking
route. Pay attention to them. If they refuse to
walk, maybe the surface is too hot. Plan your
walks early in the morning or late afternoon to
prevent burns and heat exhaustion. For your
smaller pets, you may want to carry them or
walk them in a pet stroller,” Vivian Fanjul,
General Manager, Fetch! Pet Care of Miami
Beach, recommends.
There are many toxic plants that could
cause diarrhea, vomiting, central nervous system problems, and even death. Prevent your
pet from chewing on and rubbing against
plants during your walks. Learn about the
toxic plants in your area and the path you and
your dog intend to hike.
Keep fleas and ticks on the run. They carry
many diseases that can even be transmitted to
humans. Speak to your veterinarian about a
prevention/protection program. Wooded areas
are especially prone to ticks, protect yourself
and your pet. Thoroughly check yourself and
your dog after hiking.
Summer hiking often increases the need for
bathing your pet. If this isn’t possible in your
home, consider your veterinarian, a groomer
or a rescue fundraiser such as This is the
Dog’s! Annual Summer Dog Wash scheduled
June 28th, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., at Homestead
Animal Hospital, 1250 N Flagler Ave,
Homestead, 33030.
Dogs love to chase. Keep your dog on a
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leash. More dogs become lost, hit by a car or
hurt by the claws and teeth of the animals
they’re chasing.
“You don’t know how they are going to
react. Keep them on a leash and teach them to
sit and stay to keep them close,” Fanjul recommends.
She also recommends, if you’re walking
without a pet, to pay attention to your surroundings. If you come across a stray animal,
avoid it by walking on the other side of the
street and stay calm. Because of phones and
listening to music, we tend to miss what’s
going on in our surroundings. Pay attention
and carry your phone so you can call for help
if needed.
Train your dog to obey the following commands, leave it, drop it, come and stay. These
will help you prevent potential problems with
dead animals, feces, encounters with other
dogs, humans or animals.
If you’re having trouble with stray dogs in
your neighborhood, call 3-1-1 for information
on what to do.
With all this increased activity, Fetch!
advises contacting your veterinarian to make
sure you’re meeting your dogs additional
nutritional needs and for advice to design the
perfect diet.
“Hydration is important, especially with
increased activity and exercise in the heat of
summer. Use sunscreen on the tips of your
dogs’ ears, bridge of the nose and anywhere
hair is thin or where skin is exposed,” Fanjul
recommends.
Cat populations explode during the longer
days of summer. The Humane Society of the
United States recommends spaying and neutering your pet cats and keeping them inside.
Colony caretakers are recommended to monitor their colony closely.
Caretakers should monitor for the sick or
injured and make sure they’re also providing
enough food and water for their colony.
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