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Christina Hansen, product
specialist

Christina Hansen is a
product specialist at Ca-
bleOrganizer.com, a lead-
ing e-retailer of cable, wire
and equipment manage-
ment solutions. She offers
advice on giving desks a

makeover.

Give some tips to how to con-

trol all those computer cables.
To begin with, it’s a good

idea to get your cables go-

ing in the right direction. In

most workspace setups, this

your desk, and that have a row
of channels to hold onto indi-
vidual computer cables. The
channels are loose enough
to let the wires move freely,
but snug enough so that un-
plugged connectors can’t slip
through them. This is one of
my favorite features, because
it means you don’t have to
crawl around under your desk
to find disconnected cables.
What about computer-wire
management?

After you have your work
surface taken care of, tack-
le the excess wire length un-
der the desk. There are many
different products that let you
coil up extra-long cords, so
that your feet don’t get tan-
gled in them, and the space
below your desk stays clean-
er. For beginners, I'd suggest
using things such as cable ties,
cord winders and wire loom,
but to take it further, there are
organizers that mount to your
desk or wall to hold the coiled-
up cords off the floor.

Explain the use of desk grom-
mets and cord protectors.

Desk grommets are the lit-
tle rubber or plastic rings that
you often see in desktops, and
their main job is to organize
and protect cables as they go
through your desk to get from

er cables through your desk-
top than over it. These days, a
lot of desks come with pre-in-
stalled grommets, but it’s re-
ally easy to retrofit a desk. If
you have a wood, metal or par-
ticleboard top, just use a hole
saw to make a pass-through
point for your cables, then
pop in a grommet. Cord pro-
tectors, true to their name,
also protect cables, but they
are always used on the floor.
Everything from foot traf-
fic to rolling office chairs can
crush cables as they wind
across the floor, so it’s impor-
tant to give power cords, data
cables and phone wires a lay-
er of armor. Cord covers pro-
tect people, as well, by reduc-
ing the risk of cable-related
tripping hazards.

Any other makeover tips?
One of my favorite ways
to update an office is to add a
charging station. It’s easy for
cell phones, iPods and other
gadgets to clutter up the desk-
top while they charge, so hav-
ing a compact, dedicated place
to park and re-juice them can
make a big difference. Charg-
ing stations also raise the of-
fice style factor, no matter
what your taste.
—Dawn House
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