Laughable Lawsuits: Justice or Joke?

By Jeff Isaac, “The Lawyer in Blue Jeans”

Bizarre Court Cases Promote Legal System Levity
Beyond eliciting more than a few chuckles, some court cases hitting the docket of late just make you scratch your head and wonder if the judicial system might be in serious need of reform to weed out frivolous, and even downright fraudulent, cases.

Consider these wacky judicial gems of late:


1. California: Man sues himself for trying to raid his own trust fund (LODI v. LODI, 219 Cal. Rptr. 116; Cal. App. 3 Dist 1985)

2. Missouri: Prisoner sues three judges, a prosecuting attorney and a court clerk for allegedly conspiring against him (HORSEY v. ASHER, 593 F.Supp. 441; W.D. Mo., 1983)

3. Michigan: Distraught man brings suit against a careless driver on behalf of his “beautiful oak tree,” which the driver crashed into (FISHER v. LOWE, 333 N.W.2d 67; Mich. Ct. App. 1983).


4. Ohio: Youth baseball coach is being sued by the father of the catcher on the team due to a “winless season”

5. Canada: A judge has found a man guilty of abusing his girlfriend, and, as part of his sentence, he has prohibited the man from having another girlfriend for 3 years
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