FPL’s Proposed Rate Increase Has a Silver Lining
By Lyle Deitch

Utility companies and consumers are facing a shared challenge – the aging and increasing disrepair of the U.S. electrical grid – for which there is no inexpensive solution.  
Our overtaxed grid system not only requires frequent costly upgrades to meet current demands, but also further investment to satisfy ever-increasing alternative energy expansion requirements.  FPL’s proposed $1.3 billion rate increase is certainly no surprise, and duly represents how utility companies are likely to charge consumers far more to support their substantial operating costs and upgrades, boost bottom lines and provide stakeholders with a return on their investments.  

However, energy consumers need not take such rate increases “lying down” and simply resign themselves to paying more for electricity. Today’s sophisticated and affordable breed of “utility independent” energy management systems are offering cost and eco-conscious consumers a reprieve from rate hikes – by notably lowering their electricity consumption, utility bills and overall carbon footprint. 

 If there is a silver lining against this backdrop of potential rate increases hitting our collective pockets, it is that energy management systems are being propelled into the marketplace – and not a moment too soon.  
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