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ONE HAS TO ASSUME 

ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY 

VETERAN ALAN THICKE IS NO 

STRANGER TO LUXURY LIVING. 

AMID AN ESTEEMED CAREER 

THROUGH WHICH HE HAS 

EARNED A GOLDEN GLOBE “BEST 

ACTOR” NOMINATION, SEVEN 

EMMY AWARD NOMINATIONS 

(FIVE FOR WRITING, TWO FOR 

ACTING) AND INDUCTION TO 

CANADA’S WALK OF FAME, 

AMONG OTHER CAREER HONORS, 

THICKE HAS LIVED AN EXCITING, 

ADVENTUROUS AND PRIVILEGED 

LIFE RIFE WITH RECOGNITION.

TALKS PRIVATE PLANES AND 
OTHER PERKS 

OF THE PROFESSION

ALAN THICKE 

kWRITTEN BY MERILEE KERN,  

‘THE LUXE LIST’ EXECUTIVE EDITOR

PHOTOS COURTESY BY POP PEACOCK ALLEY
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ith the success of his popular sitcom 

reality, Unusually Thicke, having enjoyed 

its sophomore season on Pop TV in both the United 

States and Canada, it seems there’s no stopping this 

enduring actor and entertainer. 

I recently connected with Thicke for a conversation 

about his own luxury lifestyle and the result reveals 

a quick-witted man who is surprisingly candid, 

endearingly self-deprecating and unabashedly 

opportunistic. For me, his funny and honest responses 

only reinforce why he’s one of Hollywood’s most 

beloved personalities. Here’s what he had to say.

Merilee Kern:  What does the word “luxury” mean to you?

Alan Thicke: To me, the ultimate luxury is a private 

plane. Many of us in the industry can be talked into 

appearing anywhere, anytime, for any purpose as long 

as there is a G7—or gee—anything involved. We are 

known as “charter sluts.”

MK: What items or experiences do you love to splurge on?

AT: I tend to splurge on additions to my house…new 

rooms, furnishings, TVs and gadgets, rather than clothes 

or automobiles (although I completely enjoy the luxury of 

having a talking car…Hasselhoff was way ahead of his time). 

Voice activation for phone calls, navigation and music are 

sure measures of evolution in our civilization. I am fortunate 

to have a wardrobe stylist for film and TV appearances 

who picks things out and makes sure they fit. That way my 

internal fashion sense can remain stuck in 1987, but I can 

still rock it when I go out. Actors are lucky to be frequently 

gifted with free stuff on the red carpet and I keep it whether 

I need it or not. A hoarder. A “swag whore” to complement 

my “charter slut” persona. Perhaps there is a thread there.

MK: Where is your favorite travel destination?

AT: My favorite travel destinations include Muskoka, 

Vancouver Island, Montreal, Las Vegas, New Orleans...

and any beach in the Caribbean. Or Cabo! I tend to 

prefer solitude, sunshine and relaxation when I have 

elective time. When I was younger I made a point of 

visiting every museum, fort and cathedral in every city 

I visited. Now I’ll take a palm tree and a piña colada.

I have always relished sharing my travel opportunities 

with family, especially my children. Robin Leach, in his 

“Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous” hay day, was always 

generous enough—when I begged—to include nieces 

and nephews, mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters 

(disguised as publicists, managers, agents, hairdressers) 

on excursions through Africa, Greece, Taiwan, Russia and 

more on that show and others like it.
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experimental in my openness to new dishes. For that 

reason, I was very popular in Vietnam for eating every 

imaginable part of an ox...and in Russia for eating brown 

bear chops with nary a fruity sauce to calm the taste.  

I love Chinese and Indian especially, but my sister’s ribs 

win the gold medal every time. My grandmother made a 

fabulous bread pudding whose recipe left when she did.

MK: What is your best tip for “living fabulously”? 

AT: My best tip for living fabulously would be to keep an 

open mind, free to experiment, explore...try new foods, 

activities, vacations, challenges, work possibilities and 

acquaintances. None of us will live long enough to 

experience and enjoy all of the fabulousness our world 

has to offer so look around, get busy every day…and 

just dig in! My hat’s off to Thicke for his levity and 

candor. Well played. 

Nowadays, celebrity golf tournaments are a fine way 

to travel as a “guest,” see cool parts of the planet, get 

more swag and, rather than have them over for dinner, 

reunite with friends on that circuit…and not have to 

clean up after them. 

My bucket list includes Via Rail through western 

Canada, a river cruise in Europe and an intense tour 

of the Balkans (okay, I guess that means a few more 

forts… and sign me up for one more cathedral.)

MK: What kind of cuisine do you favor?

AT: My culinary tastes are basics from the steak, lobster 

and French fries family. I do enjoy the occasional foray 

into bone marrow and I loved foie gras before I learned 

how they obtain it. You can offer me a gourmet poutine 

and a butter tart any day. I am considered to be highly 


