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Post-Pandemic Travel Planning:

PLANES, TRAINS  
& AUTOMOBILES

It would be an understatement to say that the coronavirus pandemic has throttled 
the travel industry, but the luxury sector is resilient and coming back strong! As you 

plan safety-minded meanderings into and throughout the New Year, here are
a few great options for perennial favorite modes of jet set travel.

By Merilee Kern, MBA

 TRAVEL
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Premium private jet company Magellan Jets is 
working to keep its guests as safe as they are 
satisfied. The company has compiled a toolkit 
to help travelers stay healthy while navigat-
ing flu season and the continuing coronavirus 
crisis.  Magellan Jets’ curated collection of 
guides and expert tips outlines best prac-
tices and safety measures people should 
remember before taking their next flight. 
The healthy travel toolkit covers topics such 
as what travelers can do to prevent con-
tracting the coronavirus, steps professional 
pilots take to ensure they don’t get sick while 
flying, as well as other helpful resources. Ad-
ditionally, readers can learn how booking 
private jet travel for leisure or business can 
significantly decrease the risk of exposure 
to the coronavirus and other illnesses.

Should this inspire you to get out of Dodge, 
consider a trip to the bottom of the Earth! 
Magellan Jets is now working in partner-
ship with the industry-leading International 
Yacht Company (IYC) and White Desert to 
offer guests the trip of a lifetime to the South 
Pole, by way of Antarctica, to see the Emperor 
Penguins. This luxury 8-night adventure takes 
12 guests at a time into the heart of Antarc-
tica before venturing off to the South Pole. 
 
IYC and Magellan Jets are working dili-
gently to ensure the safest, most purely 
private way to travel. Magellan Jets will fly 
guests to Cape Town, where they will spend 
the night at One & Only prior to depart-
ing for Antarctica with White Desert on a 
plane equipped with the latest avionics 
and ski-equipped for landing on snow. 
 
In Antarctica, guests will stay in state-of-the-
art sleeping pods at Whichaway Camp where 
their experienced team of chefs, hosts and 
guides will take care of every detail, allowing 
you to relax and enjoy your surroundings. At 
the beginning of the adventure, guests fly 2 
hours along the coast to an emperor penguin 
colony of over 14,000 breeding pairs and their 
newly hatched chicks. Tourists only rarely visit 
this colony and, as a consequence, witness-
ing these birds in their natural habitat is one 
of the most surreal experiences on earth.
 
As you fly from Antarctica to the South Pole, 
you will experience a true sense of remote-

ness, for as far as the eye can see, the white 
horizon meets the pure blue sky. The South 
Pole, the bottom of the earth and the holy 
grail of early explorers. At the designated 
marker there is no more east, south or west 
on the planet, only north, and you will be able 
to walk around the world in just a few paces!
 
Then you will fly back to their wilderness 
camp at 83ºS to overnight and join the select 
few who have ever spent a night in the 
beauty of the high polar plateau. You will be 
well looked after as you experience camp-
ing in one of the wildest places on earth.
 
After a night spent as a true explorer, you 
will fly back to the main camp and cel-
ebrate your momentous journey. With up 
to only 12 clients on each adventure and 
professional polar explorers as your guides, 
the day’s itineraries are tailored to each 
individual. Make your choice from gentle 
treks and picnics overlooking the ice waves, 
to more adrenaline-fueled activities.
 
After the trials and confinement of Covid-19, 
there is perhaps be no better place than 
Antarctica to escape, reflect and reignite 
your passion to explore. With limited group 
size, strict bio-security measures and the 
naturally inert landscape, Antarctica is one 
of the safest places to visit in 2020 and 
beyond.see, the white horizon meets the 
pure blue sky. The South Pole, the bottom 
of the earth and the holy grail of early

explorers. At the designated marker there 
is no more east, south or west on the 
planet, only north, and you will be able to
walk around the world in just a few paces!
 
Then you will fly back to their wilderness 
camp at 83ºS to overnight and join the 
select few who have ever spent a night in
the beauty of the high polar plateau. You 
will be well looked after as you experience 
camping in one of the wildest places
on earth.
 
After a night spent as a true explorer, you 
will fly back to the main camp and cel-
ebrate your momentous journey. With up
to only 12 clients on each adventure and 
professional polar explorers as your guides, 
the day’s itineraries are tailored to
each individual. Make your choice from 
gentle treks and picnics overlooking the 
ice waves, to more adrenaline-fueled
activities.
 
After the trials and confinement of Cov-
id-19, there is perhaps be no better place 
than Antarctica to escape, reflect and
reignite your passion to explore. With lim-
ited group size, strict bio-security meas-
ures and the naturally inert landscape,
Antarctica is one of the safest places 
to visit in 2020 and beyond.

TRAVEL TO THE BOTTOM OF THE EARTH
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Oenophiles rejoice! Despite the pandemic 
and recent wildfires, Napa Valley is open and 
welcome visitors. While in this revered region, 
do yourself a favor and book a ride on the 
Napa Valley Wine Train. This isn’t so much 
a mode of transportation but rather a time 
machine transporting passengers back to 
an era when the journey was as scintillating 
as the destination, itself. Particularly well-
suited for couples seeking quality together 
time, this excursion offers an elegant sojourn 
through the heart of Napa Valley in a re-
fined, history-rich atmosphere befitting the 
lush countryside through which it passes. 

Duly complementing the drop-dead gor-
geous vistas are gourmet victuals and 
varietals-a-plenty. The train itself is a wonder 
to behold. The expertly restored and main-
tained antique Pullman cars gleam with 
brass and Honduran mahogany while etched 
original glass and swanky armchairs evoke 
the early 20th century spirit of luxury travel. 
One of the few active historic passenger 
railroads remaining in the United States, 

For those road warriors who revere the open 
highway with the wind in their hair, there’s 
a much better way to bestow a vehicle on 
your beloved this season. Don’t just buy 
a car and put a bow on it, let your loved 
one build their dream car from start to 
finish and drive away with a truly custom-
ized vehicle down to the smallest detail!

E.C.D. Automotive Design (E.C.D.), the coun-
try’s leading specialist for custom restored De-
fenders and classic Land Rovers, has released 
a limited number of exclusive Ultimate 
Platinum Cards for the upcoming holiday 
season. These black stainless-steel cards are 
valued at $200,000, so you can gift the op-
portunity to build a vehicle that is one-of-one, 
meaning no one else in the world will have a 
car like the one your lucky recipient designs. 

TRAVEL BACK IN TIME GIFT AN 
EXTRAORDINARY 
CUSTOM CAR 

 LUXURY LIVING

the Napa Valley Wine Train offers a tempt-
ing variety of tours, events and packages, 
including gourmet dining experiences for 
both lunch and dinner. As goes without 
saying, the wine offerings on the Napa Val-
ley Wine Train are ample, and impressive 
given the space restraints. Or, passengers 
can bring their own bottle on board. 

The Napa Valley Wine Train isn’t just a train 
ride—it’s an institution that echoes the glory 
days of train travel, with fine dining service, 
multiple course meals cooked to order, Napa 
Valley scenery and ultimate relaxation aboard 
an exquisitely restored vintage rail car. 

Of course, as a result of the newly released 
travel restrictions, the closure of its win-
ery partners and in the interest of the 
health of its passengers and staff, Napa 
Valley Wine Train journeys were tempo-
rarily canceled but will be back on track 
as pandemic conditions improve—and 
poised to show you a spectacular time.
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Luxury, convenience and safety-minded 
travelers are loving Blacklane’s global chauf-
feur service, which brings travelers peace 
of mind across 50 countries. The crew’s 
health, safety, reliability, and technology 
gives guests door-to-door stress-free travel. 

Blacklane chauffeurs clean vehicles and 
disinfect all points of contact before 
and after rides. They offer guests hand 
sanitizer, wear masks, and provide masks 
to guests who need them. Their chauf-
feurs also check their temperature daily 
and air out vehicles between rides. 

LUXE CHAUFFEUR SERVICE 
EVERYWHERE YOU JET SET

Boutique 
Resort Hotel 

on Seneca Lake 
Wine Trail in 

Beautiful
Geneva, N.Y.

315.789.7190
www.genevaonthelake.com

One of the world’s  
most beautiful inns.

Bride’s

The food is extraordinarily good!

Bon Appetit

WINTER  GETAWAY 
PACKAGES

Blacklane travelers receive fair, fixed and all-
inclusive rates and all rides are carbon-neutral. 

Plus, all Blacklane chauffeurs are commercially 
licensed and insured. Airport pickups include 
flight tracking, meet-and-greet service, and 
up to one hour of free chauffeur waiting time. 

Intercity rides give guests a private door-
to-door alternative to short-haul flights 
and trains. Upgrade your travels at Black-
lane.com or on the free Blacklane app.




