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If you are like 
most homeowners, 
your formal living 
room is useful for 
one primary thing: 
accumulating dust. 
Originally, formal 
living rooms were 
spaces in which 
special guests were 
entertained. How-
ever, as modern-
day life has be-
come more casual, 
so have our living 
spaces. Friends 
come in through the 
front door and are 
escorted to the fam-
ily room, bypassing 

the formal 
living room 
all together. 

T h a t 
leaves you 
with a wast-
ed space 
that can 
cost a mint 
to decorate. 
There are 
an endless 
number of 
ways to use 
this room 
that would 
i n c r e a s e 
its value to 
your family 
— and your 
home’s val-
ue overall. 
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Figuring out what to do with a formal living room can be a frustrating experience.

Flummoxed by your 
formal living room?

Here are 8 suggestions for repurposing the space

Your options de-
pend primarily on 
this room’s location 
in your home. 

If the living room 
is directly in front 
of the front door, 
the formal living 
room would be well 
suited to convert 
into a library or a 
reading den. In ad-
dition to reclaim-
ing the function-
ality of the room, 
you would have a 
place to store your 
family’s books that 
tend to accumulate 
and clutter shelves 
all over the house. 
You might also con-
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