Performance Enhancing Hand Tools
By Christina Hansen

5 Tools That Can Make You Better at Your Job

Forget about dressing for success –if you’re a tradesman, it all comes down to skill…and the tools you equip yourself with. 

When time is of the essence and there’s no room or budget for error, Hansen suggests these five different tools and components sure to help you knock out tasks quickly, efficiently and more effectively:
1.  Pro Grabit Stripped Screw Remover
It’s funny how the smallest things can sometimes cost you the most time. Case in point: stripped and broken screws. There’s no way around removing them, but that doesn’t mean that you shouldn’t find a faster and easier way to do it. Luckily, we know of a way to speed up this particular chore, and it’s called the Pro Grabit Damaged Screw Remover.

Rack-a-Tiers Pro Grabit ($17.50) is an industrial-grade, dual-sided bit that attaches to your power drill and tackles stripped screws in two easy steps. First, the burnishing reamer end cleans out the center of the screw head until it’s smooth and free of grooves. Then, you just turn the bit around, keep your drill set on “reverse,” and use the remover end to bite into the screw’s head and gently draw it out. 

Sounds easy, right? Just as it should be. After all, a pro like you has better things to worry about.

2.  Super Wrist Magnet

Nothing says “unprofessional” like the sight of you crawling around on hands and knees, cursing under your breath, as you search for lost nails, screws, and hardware. From now on, keep your cool – and your clients’ respect – with a little sanity-saver we like to call the Super Wrist Magnet ($15.75).

Made up of 6 powerful neodymium (“Rare Earth”) magnets and lightweight steel, this must-have wristband can hold up to 6 lbs of small steel hardware components, and is covered in neoprene for comfortable all-day wear. Say goodbye to frustrating hardware searches and time-wasting trips to the store for replacements – from now on, it’s all business.


3.  EZ-Cut™ Template and Level

Electrically speaking, there aren’t many things that are less impressive than visible gaps and ragged drywall edges peeking out from behind receptacle wall plates. They’re ugly, can present electrical hazards, and worst of all, are just plain unprofessional. Maintain the quality of your work, and your good reputation, by making perfectly sized, perfectly level junction box cutouts every time.

Sound tricky? It’s easier than you think. All you need is a pencil, a drywall saw, and most importantly, LSDI’s EZ-Cut Template™ and Level ($12.88). Designed to guide you through both single and double-gang cutouts, this lightweight template has built-in levels, so you’ll know that everything is properly aligned before you even begin tracing. And when you follow the lines, you’re guaranteed to cut holes that will be completely concealed by faceplates – the way they’re supposed to be.

Eyeballing drywall cutouts? Leave that to the amateurs.

4.  Greenlee Stud Sensor with AC Detection

When you send a drill bit or saw through drywall in a client’s home or business, the last thing that you want to run into is a pipe or electrical line. And when you’re trying to locate wall studs, it never hurts to be armed with something a little more accurate than the old “knock until you hear it” method. After all, when it comes to wall mounting HDTVs and other valuable, heavy objects, you need to know that they’ll hold.
Avoid professional pitfalls like electric shock, water damage and botched stud detection with Greenlee’s AC Detecting Stud Sensor ($37.86), which is able to locate wood or metal studs, metal pipes and even AC voltage up 1½" below the drywall’s surface. And would you believe that it takes less time to use a proper stud detector than it does to knock on the wall or guess? Just set the sensor to Stud Scan or Deep Scan mode, and in seconds, you’ll have all the answers you need.
Don’t forget the best part: a stud detector costs a lot less than a replacement HDTV or a trip to the Emergency Room.


5.  CobraCam Portable Inspection Camera with USB Interface
Have you ever been on the job and wished that you had bionic vision so you could see what was causing that clog, or where that small part ended up when it fell through the grate? Stopping work to explore impossible-to-see-into places costs time and money, and leaves far too much room for error. Locate the problem quickly and easily with the Triplett CobraCam ($69.36), a waterproof, USB-enabled scope camera that’s sure to become the third eye you’ve always wanted.

Thanks to a thin, flexible neck that can snake its way into pipes, ductwork, engines and small drywall holes, the CobraCam gives you a firsthand look into tight spots that used to be visually inaccessible. Instead of hazarding guesses or going through extensive disassembly to find the root of a problem, you can now instantly see the situation for yourself, and get down to the business of setting things right.
CobraCam is unique in that its images are sent to your laptop via USB cable, where they can be saved for future reference. This feature goes a long way toward documenting jobs and pleasing clients who want to be informed every step of the way. If a client ever wants to see the precise reason for a repair, you can simply bring up the still shots or video footage and show them. In cases like these, a picture is worth far more than 1,000 words.
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