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Don’t Leave Home
Without One

How to find and identify a trustworthy pet sitter (hint: a snappy business card
does not a pet sitter make)

By Eileen Mitchell

ast year, just four days before my mother was
scheduled to leave for a two-week Mediterranean

cruise, the pet sitter she’d hired four months earlier

dropped a bombshell. “I'm not comfortable watch-

ing Sabrina,” the woman announced in a curt phone
call, adding that she thought the dog was aggressive.
“Sorry, but you'll have to find someone else”” Click.

Mom was so panicked that she consid-
ered canceling her vacation. Who could
she possibly entrust with her two babies
—Sabrina, a Shepherd mix, and Holden,
a Boxer/Shar-Pei/Chow mix—at this late
date? She didn’t want to subject them to
the stress and unfamiliarity of a boarding

kennel, nor did she want a neighbor just
dropping by at feeding time. Fortunately,
a close family friend stepped in, but it
was a lesson learned. So the question is:
How can you be sure that the pet sitter
you've hired is reliable?

Conducting my own informal survey,

I posed this question to several of my
friends, and the stories I heard made my
hair stand up. One couple hired someone
to stay in their home for 10 days to watch
their two Bichon Frises. Their neighbor
became suspicious when she heard the
dogs barking round-the-clock in the
backyard. After observing that the sitter
was just occasionally dropping by, she
tracked down the vacationing couple and
alerted them to the sitter’s negligence.
They cut short their Mexican holiday and
returned home to take care of their neg-
lected dogs.

Another man left his three cats with
someone he hired through a pet-sitting
agency. “Agency. Sounds official, doesn’t
it? But when he returned two weeks
later, he found empty food and water
bowls, and wondered how long his cats
had been without.
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person. Well, TUrnNs out that my moms
friend, who works in a bank, had never
personally used the sitter; she only knew
her as a customer. And I later learned
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has “met certain objective criteria through  initial meeting with a potential pet sitter,
a course of study and/or testingasa pro-  you should be prepared to get answers to
fessional pet sitter” This is why they strong-  a list of questions, including:
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Loves me.
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